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PubMed Searching
and

Public Health and Health Services Research 
Resources at NLM

Materials drawn from resources provided by the 

National Information Center for Health Services Research

National Library of Medicine 



NLM Homepage
www.nlm.nih.gov

Pubmed.gov

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrph.html

Medlineplus.gov



Tutorials

Quick Tours

Webcasts

Videos

Handouts

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/disted/pubmed.html



Enter the author’s last name plus initials 
without punctuation in the search box. 

Click “Search”.

Click ”Advanced” to use the search builder.

Select “Author” from the All Fields menu. The 
author search box includes an autocomplete 
feature.



Identify the key concepts for your search.

Enter the terms (or key concepts) in the search 
box.

Suggestions will display as you type your 
search terms.



PubMed may modify your search terms to 
enhance your retrieval.

To see how PubMed modified your search, 
consult the “Search details” box displayed on 
the results page and click the “See more…” link 
for further information.



Medical

Subject

Headings

MeSH is the National Library of Medicine's 
controlled vocabulary thesaurus. It consists of 
sets of terms naming descriptors in a 
hierarchical structure that permits searching at 
various levels of specificity.



27,149 descriptors in 2014 MeSH 

218,000 entry terms 

219,000 headings called Supplementary 
Concept Records (formerly Supplementary 
Chemical Records) within a separate thesaurus



MeSH terms

The See-Reference mappings (also known as 
entry terms) for MeSH terms

MeSH Subheadings

Publication Types



Pharmacologic action terms

Terms derived from the Unified Medical 
Language System (UMLS) that have equivalent 
synonyms or lexical variants in English

Supplementary concept (substance) names and 
their synonyms.



Replace general search terms with more 
specific ones (e.g., search for “low back pain”
instead of “back pain”).

Add additional terms to your search.

Use the sidebar filters to restrict your results 
by publication dates, species, article types, etc.



Click the ”Related citations See allRelated citations See allRelated citations See allRelated citations See all”””” link for a 
relevant citation to display a pre-calculated of 
PubMed citations closely related to the article.

Remove extraneous or specific terms from the 
search box.

Try using alternative terms to describe the 
concepts you are searching.



“dental public health” = 41437 citations

MeSH = “public health dentistry” = 30631

MeSH offers Subheadings; Major Topic 
restrictions, Entry Terms, and the Tree



Click “Advanced”

Combine using search numbers



PubMed Home Page

Fill-in-the-blank form

Use this result to find “Related Citations”



Article Type

Text Availability

Publication dates

Species

Languages

Gender

Subjects

Journal Categories

Ages



Clinical Study Category

Systematic Reviews



Use “Display Setting”

Format

Number per page

Sorting



Use “Send”

Save as File

Save on Clipboard

Email

Order

Print



Export into citation management software

(EndNote, Reference Manager, ProCite)

Click “Send to” and select “Citation Manager”

OR

Go to “Display Settings” – choose 

Format = Medline and save page



Click Icon in the Top Right to display

Check “Link-Out” –- More resources at the 
bottom of the display



Free articles – use Full Text Filter

Filter sidebar – Click “Full Text Available”

PubMed Central – in Abstract display Click

“Free in PMC” icon



Free from Publisher -

Click “free full text” icon on abstract format

Local Medical Library – either in-house or 

Interlibrary Loan



Tutorials

Quick Tours

Webcasts

Videos

Handouts

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/disted/pubmed.html



PubMed Tutorials – for short “how-to” videos

Topic-specific queries – search help and at bottom, 

PubMed Dental Health Journal subset

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/



NLM Homepage
www.nlm.nih.gov

Pubmed.gov

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrph.html

Medlineplus.gov



Medline Plus (M+)
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/



NLM Homepage
www.nlm.nih.gov

Pubmed.gov

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrph.html

Medlineplus.gov



Public Health and Health Services Research
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrph.html



HSR and Public Health Portals

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrinfo/

http://phpartners.org



Health services research investigates three 

major aspects of health care: access to care, 

the quality of the care, and its cost.

Health services researchers attempt to 

evaluate the effects and outcomes of the 

health care "system" on people's health.

Health Services Research



Health Services Research Information Central (HSRIC)
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrinfo/



Health Services Research Projects in Progress 

(HSRProj)
http://wwwcf.nlm.nih.gov/hsr_project/home_proj.cfm



HSR and Public Health Portals

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrinfo/

http://phpartners.org



Partners in Information Access for the Public Health 

Workforce (PHPartners)
http://phpartners.org/



Healthy People 2020 SEQ’s
http://phpartners.org/hp2020/index.html



National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM)

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/network.html



Questions?

• Lynn Whitener

• HSRR Senior Content Manager

• NLM Contractor

• betty.whitener@nih.gov

• Information Packaging LLC

• infopac@embarqmail.com


